THE 4TH WORLD SCOUT INTER-RELIGIOUS SYMPOSIUM - WSIS KOREA 2012
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The forthcoming 4th World Scout Inter-Religious Symposium will certainly be an interesting event, which we warmly recommend to all our members.

The 1st WSIS took part in 2003, in Valencia, Spain. Since then, this event is organized every three years, as a regular inter-religious event of faith organizations in Scouting. The 2nd WSIS was held in 2006 in Taiwan, and the 3rd took part in 2009 in Uganda.

The next one, 4th World Scout Inter-Religious Symposium will be organized this year by Won Buddhists in the Republic of Korea (South Korea), August 1-5, 2012.

The theme of this symposium is: 
"Growing Scouting through Families and Communities".
The event will provide an opportunity to reflect and explore the significance of families and communities in growing Scouting and enhancing Youth Programme. Following on the valuable lessons learned during the 3rd WSIS in Uganda; the recognition of the diversity of religious beliefs as a strength to Scouting, the Symposium will also provide opportunity for NSOs and religious groups present within Scouting to share expertise, experiences and practices with each other. This will also further strengthen their spiritual development component of the Youth Programmes in order to enhance better Scouting for more young people thus building stronger families and communities in turn.
T h e m e s
1.
What do we mean by family and community?
a. Sub-themes: relationship between individual and family/community;

                          role of family/community in education of individual; historical, anthropological, 


     philosophical perspectives; regional/cultural differences; perspectives of young people 

     on family and community.
b. Format: plenary session, introducing the theme.
c. Abstract and full paper for final report.

2. 
The significance of family and community in different religious traditions.
a. Sub-themes: Baha’i; Buddhist; Christian (Catholic/Protestant/Orthodox); Hindu; Jewish; Latter-day
    Saints; Muslim; Sikh; Won-Buddhist.
b. Format: parallel seminars, offering an opportunity for interreligious dialogue on the theme of family
    and community.
c. Summary of presentations for final report.

3. 
Growing Scouting by working with families and communities.
a. Sub-themes: “Interesting practices” (case studies) from NSOs identifying successes in growing scouting through various links with communities – in particular from APR where “community based

scouting” has been a focus; “Interesting practices” from religious groups; Widening participation through engagement with minority groups;
b. Format: parallel workshops, group reflection, report into final plenary.
c. Summary of case studies for final report.

4. 
The significance of family and community for Youth Programme.
a. Sub-themes: “Interesting practices” from NSOs, which illustrate how engagement with

    family/community has enhanced Youth Programme; learning to live with difference in
    family/community; family/community, and spiritual and religious development.
b. Format: parallel workshops, group reflection, report into final plenary.
c. Summary of case studies for final report.

Call for presentations:

NSOs, Regional Offices, and members of the interreligious forum are asked to identify projects and activities related to the above themes, which can be shared at the Symposium. This approach builds on the call from World Scout Conference 2011 for the sharing of expertise. Members of the Interreligious Forum are asked to prepare seminars on the significance of family/community in their religion.

Interesting Practices:
Reports on “Interesting practices” should tell the story of the project/activity and offer some reflection on the organisational learning that has taken place: what helped to make it work and what would be done differently next time?

Presentations should be not more than 20 minutes and will be followed by opportunity for discussion.
Christos, Marko and Vassilis encouraged the Committee members to consider possibility of taking part at WSIS in South Korea and to spread the info within their organizations.

The additional information on participation Fee and useful links were presented to the Committee.

The registration fee for the Symposium is 200 Euros to cover accommodation, meals and airport transfers. The deadline to register is 20th April 2012.
Meditation retreat (Aug. 5‐7, 2012)

A meditation retreat following the symposium will be offered. The participation fee is $50 US.

You should contact the hosts by June 1, 2012, if you are interested.
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Meditation harmonizes and balances energy in our body and mind, cultivating a calm awareness of our true nature. This retreat includes silent meditation along with moving (taichi, kigong), sitting, walking, and spiritual discussion, finding oneness in our nature.

Give yourself the gift of rest in your true nature, leaving ordinary concerns behind.

The hosts invite participants to take advantage of these benefits and join us in this wonderful event to help Scouting expand through interfaith communities worldwide!

Contact for further information
E‐mail : Rev. Cindy Chang samhaksaeun@hotmail.com
The relevant documents for 4th WSIS could be downloaded from the following link:

www.scout.org/en/information_events/events/wsis/4th_wsis
The report of the previous, 3rd WSIS in Uganda, could be downloaded at this link:

http://scout.org/en/information_events/library/events/3rd_world_scout_inter_religious_symposium_report
For more information about the 4th World Scout Interreligious Symposium, the Committee members were adviced to visit:
http://www.scout.org/en/information_events/events/wsis/4th_wsis 
or to email the host faith organization Won Buddhism at:  wonbuddhism.scout@gmail.com 
or the Korean Scout Association at:  international@scout.or.kr
