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Dear Scouts,

After welcoming you all warmly to this congregation, I will try, as per your
request, to say a few words on the topic of ‘Christianity and the Environment’.

I would like to ask you to recall the events of the Creation of the world and of
man, as they are recorded in the first book of the Holy Bible, the Genesis. Therein,
Moses the prophet notes a ‘detail’ that perhaps is the ‘key” to comprehend the
Christian (and of course the Judaic) perception of the relationship between man and
the environment.

In the second chapter of Genesis, verse 15, we read: “and the Lord our God took
the man whom He had created, and settled him in the [Eden] paradise to cultivate it
and care for it”. Note these two words: cultivate and care.

Paradise, that is, garden, denotes the world. Man has a god-given mission to
work within the world, but at the same time care for the world! He cannot afford to
abuse the world, nor can he disregard its destiny. He is the king o all creation — which
is why he was created last. Kings and leaders are not beyond reproach. They have
responsibilities and must be accountable. Neither do they only have rights, but also
obligations. Man received from God power over all the animals on land, sea and air,
over plants and trees, but also undertook clear obligations towards them and towards
all of Creation. He only is created “in God’s image”, endowed not only with the gift of
speech, but also with the responsibility of freedom. He stands between God the Creator
and the rest of the Creation. He tastes the richest love of God, since the Son of God
became his equal, that is He became a man for his sake, and indeed was crucified and
died for man’s salvation, and with His Resurrection and the bestowment of the Holy
Spirit on the Pentecost, He gives him the possibility to become, with His Grace, a small
god himself. This rich love of God that man enjoys, he is obligated to reflect around
him, without exceptions: towards his fellow men, towards animals, towards birds,
towards sea creatures, towards trees, towards flowers, towards anything living. At the
same time, this love must make man stand with respect towards the water, towards

expendable energy sources, towards the atmosphere and towards all of the



environment. Love does not permit an egotistical abuse of the world! I know that men
are usually egocentric, greedy, and want, if possible, to eat and consume everything.
But a true Christian believes that other people also have a right to life and its goods,
especially the underprivileged of the so-called Third World, but also of the marginal
districts of every city and of the underdeveloped regions in every country. They, too,
must eat and drink to sustain themselves. Everyone is entitled to a clean atmosphere so
as to ensure their health and survival. So do animals. Plants, too, need their water and
clean atmosphere, so as to sustain the circle of life! And then, there are those who will
come after us! The next generations of men. History does not end with us! There will
be others, like us, children of the same God, with the same rights to life! We are not
immortal, nor exclusive owners of the world, but temporary minders and keepers of
the common heritage of Creation. The Christian takes all that in very serious
consideration, and that is why he is not greedy, but he sacrifices and limits his power,
his appetite, his needs, his consumption, and economises for others.

We often speak of the ‘consumer society’ «xatavalwtikn xowwvia» in Greek.
For Christianity this is an obvious contradiction. Consumption requires a herd, driven
only by instinct, the law of the jungle. «Kowwvia» that is society - community,
requires love, altruism, modesty, sharing, giving, offering, sacrifice. Not ‘I but ‘we’! A
‘we’ that includes all of God’s creations! With such a perception we do not consume,
but we ‘commune’, according to our basic needs, of the goods of Creation. I think that
the above more or less constitute principles of Scouting and that you are quite familiar
with them!

The Church aiming to help her children behave correctly towards the world,
projects the person and teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ, but also the example of the
perfect Christians, namely the Saints. The Son of God as a man never behaved
competitively or with animosity towards anyone or any creature. He loved all, He
preached and practiced ascetic austerity and self-control, He lived meekly, He fasted,
that is He economised for others, He looked after the health and nourishment of those
in need. The Bible reports it and His miracles ascertain it. The Saints, without becoming

nature-worshipers, they love animals, nature, green. They live simply with the bare



necessities and subject themselves to many efforts and sacrifices for everyone. They
waive their legal rights to prevent anyone and anything from being treated unfairly. I
know of Saints, such as Saint Gerasimos of the desert of the river Jordan, who treated a
wounded lion until it recovered, and it remained and served him doing the work of a
donkey. Saint Seraphim of Sarof fed a lonely bear, and it obeyed him as if it was his
child. The Elder Amfilochios of Patmos said to those that went to confess that they
should plant pine trees. Thus, the island of the Apocalypse became green, and local
people call pines ‘amfilochies” in his honour. Another Saint of the 20th century, the
Elder Porfyrios, here in Athens, loved greenery and birds very much. His parrot, who
is still alive, carries on praying. Indeed this Saint cared about the water and
atmosphere and transferred this sensitivity to all of his spiritual children. In the Holy
Mountain, during Easter, Monks process through gardens and forests and spray
everything with holy water, so that everything can feel the joy of the Resurrection! In
the prayer books of the Orthodox Church there are prayers for animals, vegetables,
beehives, food, atmospheric conditions (storms, droughts, rough seas, hurricanes etc.),
for the water of the well who may have been contaminated and many others. It is not
unusual here in Greece, during drought periods, to see Christians congregate in
churches, pray, and then, with the Holy Cross in the foremost rank, with the sacred
icons and portions of Saints” relics, to have large litanies outdoors, praying for rain.
Most of the times they return to the church soaked by the sudden rain.

In the last few years, to Ecumenical Patriarchate established the 1st of
September, which is the New Year’s Day of the ecclesiastical year, as a Day of Prayer
for the Protection of the Natural Environment, and in our orthodox churches we sing
appropriate prayers and appeals. His Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew,
who I have the great honour of representing today in your event, has given priority
and great importance to the issue of the protection of the environment, and you may
have heard of the relevant initiatives he has undertaken, from Bosporus and the Black
Sea to the Danube and the Adriatic Sea, to Greenland and the Arctic Sea, to the
Amazon and the Mississippi, with relevant conferences and actions, as well as of the

Summer Ecological Symposia that he had earlier convened in the Theological School of



Chalki. Each year, on the 5th of June, World Environment Day, as well as on the 1st of
September, he never neglects to send related messages to the world, inviting young
and seniors to recognise their responsibility towards the whole of God’s Creation. The
Declaration that he addressed from Rome and Venice jointly with the former Pope
John-Paul II on the 10th of June 2002 was joyfully accepted by the public and instilled
concern in every man of good will.

I have already said too much! I have tired you! Just remember that as Christians
we reject greed and voracity. We condemn it as idololatry, according to the teachings
of Saint Paul the Apostle. We live by modest means. We think of others” needs and
behave accordingly. We economise in expendable goods, food, water, energy, natural
energy resources (oil, natural gas etc.), to leave enough for the next generations. We
keep the environment clean in the realm of our capabilities. We raise our voice to the
powerful of the earth to prioritise their goals in a way that will ascertain the
preservation of the Creation, reverse the catastrophic climate change, ensure a clean
atmosphere and water horizon, guarantee food, education and dignity for all
humankind. And above all, we pray! What men cannot or will not do, let God Himself
take care of. He knows and can change to the better the thoughts and decisions of men,
but also He can intervene dynamically in the route of history, because He never

stopped loving us!...

Thank you, I wish you always have Jesus Christ in your heart, and I wish

complete success in the proceedings of your meeting.



Ayamnrtotl mpookomoL,

Adov ocag kaAwowplow Oegguax OAovg ot ovvall cag avt), O
MEOOTIAON0W, AVIATIOKQIVOEVOS 08 TAQAKANOL 0aC, V& OQG T HeQKAX AOYLx ETtl
oL Oépatog: «XgLoTiaviopog kat ITegtpaAAov».

Oa oag magaxkaAovoa va Ouunodnte Alyo ta meglotatuca TG Anpovgyiag
TOL KOOHOUL Kal TG MAGTEews TOL AvOEWTOL, OTwWs avTa KatayQddovtatl 0To o
PPAlo e Aviac T'oadng, v I'éveor. Exet 6 IToopntne Mwuvong onuetwver pui
«AeTMTOUEQEL», TIOV ElVaL I0WG TO «KAEWDDL VI VX €VVONOOUVUE TV XOLOTLVIKT] (Kai
LoLdATKT), ACPAAWGS) AVTIANYPL YL TIG OXéTEIS TOL AvOQWTOU e TO TeQBAAAOV.

Y10 2° kepdAaro g I'evéoews, otixo 15 duxBalovpe: «Kal éAafe Kvglog 0
Oe0g oV AvOpwTov, OV émAaoev, kKat €0eto avTOV év T maadelow éQyaleabat
avtov kal PuAdooetv». Tlgooéfte Tic dvo €kelveg Aéfes: EpyaCecOar kal
PpvAaccew.

ITapdderoog, dA. knmog, évvoeltat 0 koouos. O &vOpwmog €xel BedodoTn
ATIOOTOAT] va éoydletal péoa 0Tov KOOHO, AAAX TavTtoXQova Kal Vi dapuAdoor)
Tov koopo! Agv €xet meQlOwElo Y KATAXQNOL TOU KOOHOU, OUTE HTIOQEL Vo
adladoen) yx tv toxn ToL Kkoouov! Etvat 0 BaciAiag 6Ang g dnuoveylag — yu
avto dAAwoTe kal mMAGoOnke teAevtaioc. Ol PactAelc kal ol Nyéteg dev elval
aovodotol. 'Exovv ev0Vveg kat dmodidovv Adyo. Olte €xouv HOVO DKALWUATA, AAAX
é€xouvv kat vmoxpewoels. O avOpwmog EAafe Ao tov Oco éfovoina mavw o€ dAa T
Cowa TG oTeQag, s OdAaocoag kat oL &€, Tdvw OTa GuTA KAl Tt DEVORR, AAAX
avédaPe kal oadelg VMoXQewoels Aamévavil Touvg Kat amévavtt OAng g
dnuoveyiag. Avtog etvat Hovov MAQOUEVOS «kat  elkova Kal Opolwoty Oeov»,
TIEOWKIOMEVOG OXL HOVO UE TO XAQLOHA TOU AGYOUL, AAAX kal pE v evOLVN TNg
éAevBeolac. Ltéketat dvapeoa otov Ktiomn Oeo kat oty vmoAowrn Ktion. Avtog
YeveTatl MTAOLOLWTEQA TV AYATIN TOL BcoV, APov 6 Yiog Tov Beov Eyve OUOLOG TOV,
ONA. avOpwmOog Y XatoL Tov Kal pHaAloTa otavpwOnie kat amébave yux )
owtnela tov, kal pe Vv Avaotaol Tov kat v dnootoAn tov Ayiov ITvevpatog

oToV kOoHo kata TV [levinkootr), Tov didet 1) duvatdtTa va yivny pe v Xdot



Tov &évag pkpog Beog ki 0 dLog. Avtr) Vv AoV dyAT ToL Oeov TOL yeveTaL O
avBpwmog, &xet xpéoc va v kabpedtilel YOow tov, xwels éEawpéoeis: Kat mpog
TOLG oLVAVOEWTOVLE, Katl TEOG T Cwa, Kal TEOS T MOLALL, Kat TEOg T OaAdooia
Ovta, Kat Eog ta d€vdRQ, Kal TEOG T AOLAOVOLY, Kal TEOG K&Oe TL oL £xel Cwn.
Tnv O otryun, avt) 1) dyamn mEémel V& TOV KAVEL VO OTEKETAL e OEBATHO Kal
TEOG TO VEQO, KAl OGS TIG AVAAWOLUES TNYES €veQYelag, Kal TEOg TNV ATHoohaoa
Kkal Eog 6Ao 10 meQBdAAov. H dydmn d&v EmIToémel €YWIOTIKT] KATAXONOL TOL
koopov! To E€ow 6Tt ol avOpwmor ovvNBwe eival éywkevTokol, TAeoVEKTES, Kal
OéAovv, av elval dLVATOV VA ATIOKTIIOOLV, VA PAVE KAl VA KATAVAAWOOLV TX
rtdvta. ‘Opwg 6 dANOwvog Xototiavog oképretal Ot pepidto ot Lwn Kat ota dyadd
¢ €XouV kal ot dAAot avOpwTol, kKat paAtota ot &adiknuévot Tov Aeyopévou Tottov
Kéopov, dAAx kal ol t@wv meQlwouk@y OLVOIKIWY KdOe moOAews kal T@V
UMAVAKTIKTWV TEQLOXwV k&aBe xwoas. Ku avtol meémel v Gpave kal v TovV TO
avaykaio tovs. ‘OAot dukaovvtatr px kabagr) dtudéodapa yix v avaocaivovv
kaOao 0fvydvo mov Ba dxopaAiler v Vyela kat v émPiwot tovs. To dlo
dukcaovvtat kat ta Cwa. Kat tax puta émiong xoetklovtal TO vEQO TOVG KAl TNV
kaOapn ATHOOPAIOA TOUG, YIX V& OlXTNneltal AdAKOTOS O KUkAog TN Cwng!
“Yoteoa, elvat kL éketvol oL €oxovtal HeTa amo pag! Ot émoueves yYevieg TV
avOpowniwv. ‘H lotogia dév teAewwvel W éuag! Odpbovv kat &AAoL, oav kL uac,
TTAWWX KL avTol ToL dov Oeov, ue T B dkalwpata ot Con! Agv elpaote
aBdvatol, 0Ute AMOKAEOTIKOL IDOKTNTEG KAl KATOXOL TOU KOOHOUL, QAAX
TIQOOWQELVOL  OlKOVOHOL,  ONAadN  dlxXeWQLOTEC TNG KOWNG  KANgovoulag tng
Anuovpyiac. O Xpotiavog T ovvuntoAoyiCet OAa avta mMoAL cofapd, kal yU avTto
dev elval mAeovEékTnG, oUTe TappAyos, AAAX epropilel Ovootika kat v €£ovoia
Tov, Kal TV 0pefl TOU, KAl TIC AVAYKES TOU, Kal TNV KATAVAAWOL KAl KAVEL
olkovopia yix tovg &AAAOLG.

Mulave ovxva yux «katavaAwtikr] kowvwviar». ' tov Xootiaviopo avto
eivar avtipaot. H katavaAwotr mpovmoOéter dyéAn, molL v 0dnyel povo Tto
évoTtikto, dNAadr) O vopoc ¢ CovykAas. H xowwvia moovmoBétel dydmn),

avOowTrik, OLOTOATY), polpaoux, dOOHO, TEOOPOEAR, Ovota! OxL «&yw», AAAX



«gueg»! Eva «&peic» mov mepAapPavet 6Aa tor dnuovoynuata tov Oeov! Mé px
TéTolx AVTIANYPL OEV KATAVAAWVOUUE, AAAX «KOWWVOUUE», KATX TIC Paoikég
avdykes pag, v dyabwv g Anuovgyias. NoptCw dtt avta Atyo-moAv
amoteAovv Paotkeg doxes kal ToL ITpookomiopov kat T avtidappavecOe!

‘H ExxAnoila yux va fondnon ta nawwk Tng va otabovv ocwota dmévavtt
OTOV KOOUO, TEOPAAAeL TV poodn Kal v dwackaAia tov Kuvgiov fjuwv Inoov
XoLoTov, AAAX Katl TO TAQAdELY A TV TéAELwV XoloTiavay, dNA. twv Ayiwv. O Yiog
oL Oeov wg avOpwTmog ToTe dev 0TAONKE AvTaywvioTika 1] €xOowa amévavtL o
Kaveévav kat oe kavéva dnuoveynua. Ayamovoe 6Aovg, €didaoke KL ePrjopole )
ALTOTNTA KAl TV éykodtelwn, éCovoe Tamevy, évijoteve, ONA. ékave olkovouia Yo
TOUC AAAOVG, EPEOvTICE Y TV Uyela kal 0 paynto 6owv Bolokovtav oe avaykr).
To EvayyéAlo 10 pagruoet kal tax Bavpatd Tov 1o Befawwvovy. Ot Aylol, Xwoig vo
YivowvTat GpuoloAdateeg, dyamovv ta Cwa, T QUL TO MEACVO. ZOUV ALt e TX
ATOAVTWG dvaykalx HOvo Kol VToBaAAovtatl o moAAovg kdmovg kat Ovoteg yux
OAovc. ITapaxwEovv Kal TX VOULIUA DIKALWHUATA TOVG, TIQOKELUEVOL V& MV Adukn O
kavévag kat timote. Eéow Avyiovg, 6mws 0 Aylog I'epdowpog g €onpov Tov
Topdavm, mov megLmodTay éva MANYwWHEVO ALOVTAQL WOTOL €YIVE KAAQX, KL €KELVO
éUeve Kal TOV UTNQETOVOE KAVOVTAC TIS DOVAELEG oL KAvel éva yaidovpakt. O
Avyog Legadelp To0 Laowd ETQede HIX HOVAXIKT] AOKOVOQ, KL €kelv TOV DTtdKOLE
oav va Nrav moadt tov. O T'égovrag Audpiroxiog tg Ildtuov, o’ avtovg moL
myawvay v éEopoAoynBovv éAeye va ¢dutevovv mevka. 'Etol, tO vnol Tng
AmokaAVPews AmékTnoe MEACLVO, Kal ol &avOowToL ékel T MeLKA T OVOpALovV
«approxiec» meog turv tov. ‘Evag dAAog Ayiog tov 20°0 aitdva, 6 TI'égovrtag
IToodpvlog, €dw otnv AONva, ayamovoe TOAL TO TMEAOWwO Kalt ta movAuk. O
TATAYAAOG TOL TOL (N axoua, eéEakoAovOel va Aér mpooevxéc. MaAwota 6 Aytog
avTOg elXe HEYAAN Evvola YiX TO VEQO KAl TNV ATHOOPAIOA KAl HETEDWDE TV
evaoOnola tov avt) o GAa T MvevpaTKA TOL TALk. XT0 Ayov ‘Ogog ot
Movayxot 1o ITaoxa kavouv Attaveleg 0TOUG KTOLS Kal ot dAoT), eavtiCouv ta
TIAVTA HE AYIXOPEVO VEQD, YIX VX VOWWOOLV T TAVTA T Xaoa TS Avaotaoewd!

Ira BipAia mpooevxwv te Opboddéov ExkAnoiag OTAoXovV TEOOCELXES YIX TX



Coa, yux T KNTEVTIKA, YIX Tot HeAlOOI, YIX T TQOPLUA, YIX TV ATHOOPALQLKT)
Kataotaol (kakokalptes, dvoupoles, Enoaotes, TOKLUIES, KUKAQVES K.ATL), YIX TO
VEQO TOL TNYAdOL TOL TLXOV HOAVVONKe kK.&.1. Aév elvatr dovvrjfioto otnv
‘EAAGDa, o0& meguodovg Enpoaoiag, va dnte tovg XooTiavoug va palebwvtal otovg
VA0V, VX KAVOLV TIQOOEVXEC, Kal KatoTy, e tov Tiuo Ltavpo emikepaAng, pe tic
ayleg elkoves kat ta Aetpava twv Ayiwv, Vi kdvouv peyYAAes Altaveleg otV
brtatBo, mpooevxopevol yx Booxn). Tic mepoodtepes Ppoeg EmoTEédouv 0TO VAo

HOLOKEHEVOL ATIO TNV EaPVIKN BOOXT).

Ta teAdevtaia xpdvia 10 Olkovpeviko Tlatouxpxeio kaOiépwoe Tnv 10
Yemrteupolov, mov etvar 1) Tlowtoxgovix tov EkkAnowaotikov €tovs, ws Huéoa
IToooevxng ywx v Ilgootacia tov Pvoucov ITegBdAAovtog, kal oTic 0Q00dOEES
gkkAnoteg pag PpaAdovrar katdAAnAeg akoAovOiec pe avaAoyeg mpooevxes kal
denoets. O onuepvog Otkovpevikog Tatouapxns Havayuwdtatog k. BagBoAouaiog,
TOV OTIOL0 KAl €Xw T MEYAAN TN VA €KTQOoWT@ Amope ot Lovall oag, €xel
d00el mEoTeQAOTNTA Kal HeYAAN Pagutnta ot Oéua TG mMEOOTACIAG TOU
nepBAAAOVTOG Kal (owg €xete dxovoel Y Tic omovdaleg deOvelg MEwTOBOVALEG
ToL €XeL AvaA&Pel oxeTikd, amo tov Boomopo kat 1) Mavon O@alacoa péxot tov
Aovvafi kal v Adolatikr), péxot v I'ootdavodia kat v Agktikt) OdAacoa, péxot
tov Apalovio kat tov Miowownr), pé avtiotorya ouvédpla kal maQeppPacels, kabwg
kal vy ta Oegorva OtkoAoywea Zupmoolr OV OLVEKAAETE TIAAALOTEQX OTNV
Becoloywny XxoAn e XdAkne. Kabe xodévo, téco v 57 Tovviov, IMaykdouia
Huéoa ITegpdAAovtog, 600 kat v 11 LenttepPolov, dev mapaAeinel va dmevOvvn
avdAoya pnvopata mEOg 6A0 TOV KOOHO, KAAWVTAG HIKQOUG Kal HeyAAovg va
avaAapovv tic evOVVeG Tov O KaBévag amévavtl otV 0An Anuovgyia Tov Beov.
Axéun, eivat yvwotn 1) ko) Atakrjpvét o dnnvOvve amo Poun kat Bevetia padi
ue tov moonyovpevo Ilama Twdvvn-TlavAo B' otic 10 Touvviov 2002, 1} omola
mEokAAeoe aloOnot katl mEoPANUaTiopo o& kaOe kaAdompoaipeto dvOpwmo.

Einra 1o moAA&! Zag kovpaoa! Na Ouuaocte povo ot wg Xolotiavol

amoElmTovpe TV MAeovelia kal mappayta. Trv katadikalovpe wg eldwAoAatola,
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Kkata Vv dackaAia tov AmtootoAov TTavAov. Zovpe pe Artdtnra. XkedPpropaote
TG AVAYKEG TV AAAwV KL €oxopaote AAANAéyyvor Kdvouvue oikovopia oé
avodwoa ayabd, teodUa, veQd, €vEQYElr, PUOIKOVS EVEQYELAKOUS TIOQOUS
(metoéAao, Puowo &éQLo K.ATL), Yix v Beovv Kat ol emopeveg yeviés. Koatoovue
ka0 T0 MeQPAAAOV oIV axTiva TTOL PTtAvoLV ot duvatotTTés pac. Ywvovpe
bwVvT) 0TOLG LOXLEOVG TG YNG VA& LEQAQXT|OOLV TIC TIEOTEQALOTNTEG TOUG HE TEOTO
mov O daoPaAiln TV kaAn duwxtrionot TS Anuuovoylag, HE AavatQomi) Tng
KATAOTQETTIKNG KAMATIKNG AAAayNg, €EaoddAion kabaong atpoopalgag kol
KkaOapov VdEOPOEOL OEILoVTog, éEaodPAAloL TEOPNG, Madelag Kal AELOTQETELAS VI
6Aovg toLg dvOpwmovs. Kait mpo mavtog, mpooevyopaote! ‘Ooa dev pmogovv 1) dév
0éAovv va kKdpovv ol avOowmoL, Vo Tt AVaA&PT) O dlog 6 BOeds. 'Exetvog E€pet kal
UoQel Vi AAAGLY TEOS TO KAAO TIG OKéPELS Kal ATTOPATELS TWV AVOQWTIWV, AAAX
émiomng, umopetl kat v émepPaivny duvapika oty nopeia g Totogiag, yatt moté

dev émape va pag ayamal...

LAG eUXAQLOTW, OAG EVXOMAL VX EXETE TIAVTIA OTNV KAEO&k oag tov XQLoTo

Kat evxopat AN émtvuxia oTic épyaoieg g Luva&ews oac.
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