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Dear fellow scouts,

It’s an immense joy to be addressing, once again, such a distinguished
audience of friends and associates. I must admit that I feel a personal urge to discuss
with you topics of mutual and universal concern for hours. But I have decided instead,
to make my presentation short and very precise. Excellent speakers have done more
than enough to inform us on the issues at stake in the present circumstances. Thus, I
figured it would be a good idea to share with you my personal views on the main
themes addressed at the conference, but to do that very briefly.

From the early 70s there have been growing fears about the disastrous effects
on the environment that human activity would eventually bring about. Unfortunately,
these fears have proved to be painfully realistic. Irreparable damage has already been
made and it seems to me very characteristic that the universal concern has shifted
from “protecting” the Earth, to “saving” it. A lot has been said with regard to the
environmental policies that ought to be adopted by governments and officials in order
to make things better. Yet I firmly believe that environmental safety is a goal that
should unite all possible forces. It is in this direction that I feel that Christianity’s role
has been underestimated and put aside. Who can ignore the fact that the effort to save
the earth cannot eventually be accomplished simply by taking urgent measures and
banning human activity that proves to be destructive? In order for real change to take
effect, it is necessary for humanity to re-evaluate the importance of the Earth. I fear
that this cannot take place if we let eschatological, technocratic and utilitarian
discussions be imposed permanently on our mentality. A lot of people do not
understand that presenting the endangered Earth as something too “factual”, simply
serves to make us less sensitive on what is actually going on. Thus, many of us
shamefully flirt with the idea that change can only be effected by governments and



scientists. It seems to be more a matter of “facts”, “data” and utility, than a matter of
serious and global ethical concern.

Christianity is the leading spiritual force of humanity, and I strongly believe
that it could furnish the ethical background to bring change forward. People all over
the world should be convinced that the Earth should be saved because it is good and it
was made good. They should see the safety of the Earth as a profoundly ethical
demand and a spiritual obligation. Thus, they would be firmly guided in their actions.
It would stop being about taking measures. It would be about saving creation.

The second topic discussed in this conference is dialogue. We must admit that
a lot has been made during the last years to promote serious dialogue among Christian
leaders of different dogmas and creeds, as well as between representatives coming
from entirely different religious backgrounds. Today, however, I feel that we need
something even more. You will agree with me that not everything that takes place at
top or surface level is uniformly extended downwards. If dialogue is to have a serious
effect on young people, it is the latter that should be molded in the suitable
background. The Scouting Movement could promote dialogue on its very basic level,
which is between people, not leaders. Our youth should learn to share their views and
disagreements with young people stemming from unimaginably different upbringings.

This brings me to the final topic of our discussion, which is the need to bring
young people closer to the Church. What needs to change is the general attitude that
sees the Church as a strictly conservative force, opposing change and always being a
step behind the social and economic reformations that affects all nations of the world.
This is a difficult and painstaking issue. In my view, religion is both conservative and
progressive. If we confirm religion as our guide, we retain what is essential but we
also follow a mandate to progress. This philosophy lies behind the entire ethical and
educational project of DESMOS. What people are missing is simple enough:
meaning. Today, young people grow to live in a world that seems to them
fragmentary, disunited, and incomprehensible. Values may have not slipped away, but
they have lost their essential import and field of application. I honestly dream of a
new generation that will shield itself with Christian values. Young people are
fortunately clever and autonomous enough to avoid letting themselves be
brainwashed. A religion that purports to brainwash young people is largely discredited
in my eyes. But if Christianity is in fact a conveyor of truth, it could reawaken the
spirituality that all young people are striving to express. Young people don’t lack
spirituality, they only lack the means to give it its shape and expression. I feel that
Church could provide that.

Avyamntoi ¢pilotl pov TpodcKomot,

Etvor 1dwaitepn yopd va oamevBOvopar, yio pio akdpn @opd, o €vo 1060
Eexwplotd  akpoathiplo @iAwv Kot ovvepyat®v. Ogeilw va opoAoyncw, Ot
gu@opovpal ard pio Tpoowmikn opun vo. cuintow poli cog Bépata apoPaiov Ko
KABOAIKOU evAQEPOVTOS Yoo dpes! AToQAcica woTdG0, Vo KAV® TNV OpAio. pov
ocvvroun Kot axpipr). AA®oTe, €E0PETIKOL OMANTEG HOG €YOVV NON EVNUEPDOOEL
EVOEAEYMG Yo To. CNTAOTO TOV TTAPOVTOG EVOLOPEPOVTOC. ZKEPONKA AoV Ttmwg OBa
Nrav KoAn 0o va Holpactd poali oog v amoyr pHov yio ta 0épato mov cuvieToHv
oV Kopuod TG GLENTNONG GTO TOPVO GLVESPLO.



Ao 115 apyég g dekaetiog Tov 70, peyeBhvoviav ot avnovyieg kot ot oot
Y0 TIG KATAOTPOPIKEG CLUVETELEG TOV Bl TPOKAAOVGE apyd 1) YPNYopa 6To TEPIPAALOV
n avBpomvny dpactnpotnTo. AvoTuydc, ot eOfot avtol amodeiynkav emmdvva
peailotikol. AvemavopBwtn {nuid €yer oM eméAbel. Mov @aivetolr pHdAoTa TOAD
YOPKATNPLOTIKO TO YEYOVOG OTL 1] YEVIKY| OvI|GLYIOL £YEL LETOGTPOPEL OO TNV AVAYKN
«POoSTOGIaG TG YNG (0w AeyoTav apyikd) otnv avaykn vo «owdei». ‘Exovv Aeybel
TOALGL Y10 TIG OIKOAOYIKEG TOMTIKEG TTOV TTPEMEL VAL LIOBETNOOVV amd KLPEPVNOELS Kol
EMIGNLOVG TTPOKEUEVOL 1) Katdotaon vo Peitimbel. Qotdc0, motedm Pabid moc N
OLKOAOYIKT] OGPAAED VOl GTOYOG TOL TPEMEL VO GUVEVMOCEL OAEC TIG SVVATEG KoL
VROPKTEG SUVANELS. Q¢ TPOoc avTd AOUTOV, €Y TNV EVIVTMOON TS O POAOG TOL
Xpotoviopot £yet vrotyun et ko mapopeptodel. [lodg pnopet va appiopnioet 6Tt
N mpoondBeln S1dowong TS YNNG doev UTopel TEAKA vo evodmbel AapPdvtog amimg
CUETPOY KOl KOTOOTEALOVTIOS TNV KOTAGTPOQIKN dpactnpdtra? Ilpokeyévon va
eméMOEL 0VOLOOTIKY HETAPOA TOL OKNVIKOV, €lval avaykaio 1m avOpordtmto vo
AVaTIUNGEL 0E0A0YIKE T oovdodTnTa TG I'M¢ Kat Ttov puokol tepiPdiiovtog. Kot
TOAD  poPdpor, 0Tt kATl TETOO Ogv TPOKETOL vo. AAPeEl yOPO €AV APNGOLLE
EGYOTOAOYIKES, TEXVOKPOTIKEG Kol OPEAUIOTIKEG cvinTNoelg va emiPAnfodv 6Tto vou
pnog.  Apketol  @oaivetar vo  pnv - ovtiloupdvovior ¢ 1M TOPOLCINoT  TNG
emomethovpevng Img ¢ dedopévo vmepPorkd  «yeYOVOTIKO», €YEL OMAMG ©C
OTOTEAECUO. VO, LOG OTELOUGONTOTTOIEL AMEVAVTL GTIC TPOYUOTIKES OlOCTAGELS TOV
npofAnuatos. ‘Etot, apketol and udg eAeptdpovpe SuoTLXOS PE TNV OVTIANYT OTL 1N
aAdayn pmopel va emtevyBel povov amd Tig KuPEPVNCELS KOl TOVS EMOTHUOVES. GV
n obowon g I'mg va eivar mepiocdtepo (NTNUO «OTOYEIMVY», «OEOOUEVOV» KOl
CYEVIKOV  OQEAEW®VY, avii yio {muo cofopod Kol  OIKOVUEVIKOD MO1Kov
EVOLLPEPOVTOG.

O Xpotiaviopog tvat 1 NyETId0 TVELUATIKY dVVOUN TG avOpOTOTNTOS Kol
motev® Pabvtata 6Tt Ba pmopovoe va TpocPépel To N6 VTOPadpo mov amarteiton
vy v emitevén g aAlaync. Ot dvBpwmot avd Tov kOGO TTpémetl vo telcOovv 4Tl N
I'm mpénet va cmbel emeldn etvor «kodn» kot Onpovpyndnke wg tétote. Opeilovy va
avTiAnedodv v avaykn Sdcmong Tov KOGUOL 6ToV 0moio (OoUUE MG 0LGLUGTIKO
NOwo aitnpo kol TVELHATIKY VIOYXPEWST. Mdovov €16t pumopodv vor Kabodnynocovv
HaKpoypovia T 0pactnplotTd Tovs. To vo pépovie T0 XPIoTIAVIoCUO GTO TPOCKNVIO
Ba avadeikvoe Tic mpaypotikég dauotdoelg Tov mpofAnuatog. To omolo dev €yketton
ot ANYN PETPOV, dAAE oTn dlcmon TS Anpovpyiog.

To devtepo (e TOV GLINTIETOL GE AVTO TO GLVEDPLO, Eivar 0 d1dAoyog. L2g
mpog TN Oepatikn ovt doev €y vo mWOAAG, mapd povov €va. Ogeilovue va
napadeyBodue 0Tl kaTd o TEAEVTAiO €11, £Q0oVV cvvielecsBel coPapés mpoomdbeteg
TPoM®ONGNG TOL SHAOYOV HETAED TWV TVELHATIKAOV NYETOV TOV S0POP®V dOYUATOV
0V XPIoTIVIGHOD, KOOMOS Kot HETOED CNUOLVOVTIOV NYETOV KOl TVEVUATIKOV TOYMV
nmpoepyOuevOV and Opnokevtikd mepPdAlovta amoADTO SPOPETIKE. Agv UTOP®D
Oumg vo Thym va okéetopot 0tL TAéov ypelalopacte katt akoun. ITotevm ntog Ba
OLUP®VNOETE OTL e€Kelvo mov ocuvpPaivel GTNV KOPLEN KOl TNV ETIPAVEWD, OEV
emekteivetar kat’ avaykn ot Pdorn. Edv embBopodue Aowmdv va dgybodv ta
ATPOTIKA  OmOTEAEGHOTO TOL OWAdYOL Ol VEOol, TPEMEL Ol TEAELTAiOL Vol
nadayoynfodv 610 katdAAnio mepiPdiiov. ‘Eyxym ™ yvoun mog n Ipockomikm
Kivnon 0a pmopovoe va mpowbBncer 10 ddhoyo o€ avtd 10 TOAL Poocikd Kot
BepeMOTIKO £001Pp0G GLVEVVONONG, TO £30(P0C ONAASY, TOV SWUOPPAOVETOL LETAED
anAov avliporov, oyt nyetov. H veolaio pog mpémer vo pabet va popaleton Tig
ATOYELS KOl TIG OLPMVIES NG, HE VEOLG avOPOTOVS TPOEPYOUEVOVS ATtO OTOADTMOC
SLOLPOPETIKA LOPPMOTIKA, OTKOVOUIKE KOt KOWVOVIKA TePBdALovTO.



H mopatypnon avt pe @épvel moAd @ULOIKA Kot 610 TeAevtaio Oépa g
TOPOoVcOC GVINTNONG, TO OTTOI0 APOPE TV OVAYKT VO PEPOVIE TOVS VEOLS TTO KOVTIA
omv Exkincio. Ag unv avtonatopoacte. Exeivo mov mpénet va petafindel etvor n
YEVIKT avTiAnymn, obuewva pe v omoia M ExkAnocio eivar évag avotnpd
CUVTNPNTIKOG POPENG, TOV OVTIGTEKETOL OTNV OAAoyn Kot PBpioketal povipmg éva
Brua oo amd TIC KOWMOVIKEG Kol OIKOVOLUKEG PeTappLuOuioelg mov emnpedlovv OAa
T £0vn Tov KOopov. TIpokettan Yo éva Aemtd kot dvokoro {nnua. Katd ™ yvoun
pov, 1 Opnokeio eivat 1660 cLVINPNTIKY OGO Kol TPOOJELTIKT). 'Exovtoc wg 0dnyo
Opnokeia, «ouvinpovue» 0,Tt €ivol OVGIMIEG KOl TAVTOYPOVO ELPOPOVUOACTE OO pia
E0MTEPIKN OpuUn TPoddov. Avti N prrocopio Bpioketal otn Pdon dAov tov NOUKOL
Kot EKTadevTko opdpatog tov AEXMOY. Exeivo mov Agimel amd tovg avBpadmoug,
elval amhd: 1o vomuo. Xfuepa, ot véol avd Tov KOGLO LEYAAMDVOLV Yo Vo {oovV ce
£va KOGLO OV TOVG POIVETOL SIOUEAICUEVOC, YWPIG cuvoyn Kot akaTavontog. Ot aieg
umopel va unv €yovv e€apovicbel, eaivetor mavimg va xovv YAcEL TO OLGLUCTIKO
TOVG TPOTAYLLOL KOl TO TEGIO EPOPLOYNG TOVG.

Agv opth@d BéPara yio pion «mAvon eyke@diovy. Evtuymg, ot véot elval apketd
¢€umvol kol avTOVOLOL Yo VoL UV TapoacvupBovv og kdtt tétolo. Mia Bpnokeia mov
0élel moTOVC Y100 VO TOLG VTOPAALEL GE TAVOT EYKEPAAOV, TOAD QAL OEV LG OPOPAL.
Eyd 0élo va tovicow akpipog to avtiBeto. Eqv o Xpiotaviopdg gival ovimg évag
eopéag AANOelag, eketvo mov mpémel va yiver eivan va tpoPAndel coPapd g ydpog
«opdnmvione tov véov. To mpdPfAnuo g veoAaiog dev elvar 1 amovcia
TVELUATIKOTNTOG AAAL 1 EAAMTING TNG EKPpaoN Kol 01EE000G.



